
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR MERCHANT 

MARINER’S DOCUMENTS, LICENSES, 

AND STCW CERTIFICATES 

 
Attached are all the forms and information you will need to apply for a Merchant Mariner License and 
Merchant Mariner Document (MMD). 

  REV. 3/2004 

This information package has been designed to assist you in the process of applying for merchant 
mariner credentials and may not answer all of your questions. More comprehensive information may 
be obtained by visiting http://www.uscg.mil/stcw/index.htm or contacting your local REC. 
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INSERT LOCAL REC INFO SHEET HERE 
(NOT INTENDED FOR ELECTRONIC USE) 

If you obtained this information package from the website, you must print the following forms 
from http://www.uscg.mil/stcw/index.htm to complete the package: 

 Application for License as an Officer, Staff Officer, or Operator and for Merchant Mariner’s 
Document (CG-719B) 

 Merchant Mariner Physical Examination Report (CG-719K) (for any application) or Merchant 
Marine Certification for Entry Level Ratings (CG-719K/E) (for entry level MMD only) (see Physical 
Fitness, page 2 for additional information) 

 DOT/USCG Periodic Drug Testing Form (CG-719P) or alternate evidence 
 Sea Service Form (CG-719S) or other proof of sea service (see Sea Service Forms, page 10 for 

additional information) 
 Camera Set-Up Form (MMD only) 
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 Authorization for Credit Card Transactions (only if paying by credit card) 
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INTRODUCTION 

This general information package has been designed to assist you in the process of applying for merchant 
mariner credentials and may not answer all of your questions. More comprehensive information may be 
obtained by visiting http://www.uscg.mil/stcw/index.htm or by contacting your local REC. 

The process of obtaining a merchant mariner credential begins with completing an application form. 
Please read and fill out the form carefully. If you miss a section the form will be returned to you by the 
REC and delay your application process. Please use your full, legal name when completing the form, and 
fully disclose all information requested in Section III of the form. 

You may submit your application by mail or hand deliver it to your REC. If you choose to submit your 
package in person, the REC can confirm that all required documentation has been included and verify and 
return any original certificates to you. You will be required to visit the REC at some point in the licensing 
process. Once an application has been evaluated you will be notified of approval, any discrepancies, or of 
examinations required. Contact your local REC to discuss their hours and procedures. 

Checks, money orders, credit cards, and cash are accepted methods of payment for user fees. However, 
you are strongly encouraged to avoid cash payments. It is safer to carry credit cards, checks, and money 
orders and it is faster for REC staffs to process. Checks or money orders must be payable to the U.S. 
Coast Guard with the Social Security Number printed on the front of the document. 

Please note: If you are a non-U.S. citizen you are advised to contact your local REC to discuss additional 
requirements. 

INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET 
USCG National Licensing Website: www.uscg.mil/stcw/index.htm 
Code of Federal Regulations: www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/index.html 
USCG Marine Safety: www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/ 
USCG National Maritime Center: www.uscg.mil/NMC 
National Driver Register (NDR): www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/perform/driver/ 
Vital Records Information (US): www.vitalrec.com/ 
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Social Security Administration: www.ssa.gov/ 
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